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PRESENTATION

In the first quarter of 2019 the Network of Sex Workers of Latin America and the Caribbean (RedTraSex)1 
proposed to the Consortium for Parliamentary Dialogue and Equity AC (Consortium)2, to join forces to carry 
out a pilot investigation that will provide valid and quantitative information, in the face to the debate that 
would take place at the XIV Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean in ECLAC3, 
which has as its central theme the economic empowerment of women thus was born the present exploration.

This report presents the results of the quantitative study and the secondary data survey on the contribution 
of Women4 Sex Workers (WSW) to the economies of the countries, from the income and expenses they get 
from their work and which represent a flow in the economy regional.

We want to highlight three reasons why we consider this study necessary:   First, because there is no 
background in the region of research on this subject. Second, because evidence the active participation of 
female sex workers as part of the working population, also realizing the economic and social consequences 
generated by the lack of regulation of sex work. Third, because it is necessary to contribute and make visible 
the precedents that allow us to see how sex work is part of the GDP of each country.

It is urgent and essential that the States of Latin America and the Caribbean take knowledge of economic 
violence and labor conditions of inequality, precariousness and informality in which sex work takes place, 
with a view to generating actions that transform these conditions to achieve full recognition and respect for 
human and labor rights of the entire population. The different vectors of exclusion that go through the daily 
lives of the women who are part of this study are enhanced by the stigma and violence that they derive from 
the lack of recognition of sex work as work.

From the results of this study, it is observed that the guarantee of labor rights of sex workers from the sanction 
of laws that regulate it. Which is the necessary step to guarantee the full exercise of WSW citizenship, end 
of rapes and violence to which they are exposed by the security forces and other actors of the labor market 
and, allow the development of a sustainable life project in a global context of job insecurity and feminization 
of poverty.

1 Regional network that aims to defend, promote, recognize and respect the human rights of working women sexual, particularly their 
labor rights. It was founded in 1997 in Heredia, Costa Rica; and that is currently composed of organizations from 14 countries in the 
region
2 Organization of the feminist movement that was born in 1998 in Mexico City, its mission of Consortium is to contribute in an autonomous 
and non-partisan way, to the full citizenship of women, to gender equality and to the creation of a society and a state of democratic and 
fair law.
3 Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe.
4  Only CIS women are included since they are the members of the RedTraSex, it is recognized that there are also women in the region 
trans dedicated to sex work, but in the universe of surveys applied for this study they were not included.

Daptnhe Cuevas
Executive Director

Consorcio para el Diálogo Parlamentario
y la Equidad A.C.

Elena Eva Reynaga
Executive Secretary

Red de Mujeres Trabajadoras Sexuales de América 
Latina y el Caribe
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INTRODUCTION 

The struggle of women for recognition and access to rights has been in the last hundred years a history of profit 
and loss; as was the right to vote, the right to education, economic, political, and sexual and reproductive 
rights. Women for the free exercise of our rights; we live discrimination and violence, also in that way many 
of us lose our lives. 

This is how sex workers daily try to exercise the right to work, -recognized in our constitutions and in the 
universal declaration of human rights-, and the right to the free exercise of our sexuality, (committed by 
governments in the Consensus from Montevideo). We talk about attempts because in practice these rights 
are violated under the protection of cultural, political and moral conceptions, which prevent us from having 
full access to the laws to which any other worker is entitled.

Previous investigations (on working conditions and on modalities of institutional violence), have shown that 
the socio-historical and legal context of each country directly influences in the ways and conditions in which 
sex work is exercised (RedTraSex, 2013, 2015, 2016a and 2016b). Despite the nuances among the countries 
of the region, in all of them there are rules and codes legal actions that criminalize actions related to sex 
work. This generates a favorable framework for institutional violence, in general, and for violence by security 
forces, in particular, and as well as precarious conditions of work, labor exploitation and difficulty of access 
to services of basic health, generating an enclosure of secrecy around sex work that increases stigma and the 
vulnerability of women who are sex workers.

When states deny recognition of sex work as a job, they do not protect the women who exercise it, and it only 
intensifying the violence we live socially, but it also leaves us out of the guarantees and benefits that the rest 
of the people do enjoy. Workers when they are recognized as such: social security, medical care, pensions and 
retreats, vacations, retirement, among others. 

In turn, that lack of recognition causes the invisibility of us in the surveys, studies, analysis and statistics of the 
countries of the region. Overlooking the huge amount of interference we exercise  in the social and economic 
life of our societies, but, above all, excluding us from urgent public policies that could contribute to changing 
our realities.

At the international level, there are several human rights instruments in favor of women, these instruments 
enshrine the commitments that governments have assumed in the subject matter, such as: the Vienna 
Conference (1993), the Fourth World Conference of Women (1995); the Convention on the Elimination of all 
forms of Discrimination against Women (1979) and the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and 
Eradicate Violence against Women “Belem do Pará ”(1994).

On the other hand, the International Labor Organization (ILO) issued the Declaration on fundamental principles 
and rights at work; we also appeal to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR); to the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural (ICESCR), which and in article 6 it is appropriate that the States 
parties: “recognize the right to work, which includes the right of every person to have the opportunity to earn 
a living through freely chosen or accepted work, and will take appropriate measures to ensure this right”.5

Work as a fundamental right obliges countries to guarantee safe working conditions,

healthy and at a fair salary. In the recognition of this right it is necessary that there is gender equality in 
working conditions and in remuneration, the right to form  associations and unions and access to social 
security benefits, including permission from paid maternity or maternity leave with adequate social security 
benefits. Despite this, there are still significant lags that prevent respect and guarantee their cash compliance.

In our region, sex work is not expressly prohibited by law, however, its lack of regulation results in the 
absence of public policies that pay to recognize us as women in the exercise of this activity, in our capacity 
as autonomous workers subject to rights, leaving us under working weather. Over the years they have only 
had us in account for public policies that have to do with the order of health, excluding us from work and 
economic spaces that make our society and our countries.

5 https://www.ohchr.org/SP/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
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Women Sex Workers build our own dynamic of autonomous work, generating our income and dumping them 
(like all workers), in the  consumption of first-order needs, in the housing and education payment for us or our 
families, including sending remittances to countries of origin in the case of women workers migrants within 
Latin America and the Caribbean. As workers, we are directly challenged by realities of each of our countries 
and we limit ourselves to the same inflation rates, minimum monthly wages and VAT on basic baskets, just like 
any worker and Worker from Latin America and the Caribbean.

However, the lack of state recognition of our work puts us in front of situations of economic order veiled by 
governments and silenced by a sector of civil society, which it has to do with the secrecy to which we are 
thrown to work, being the hand of work that puts the body before impunity that benefits the police and a 
portion of politicians of our countries. 

Like any worker, we distribute our income in our needs according to each of our realities, but unlike any 
worker and worker, we are in many cases, under the obligation of have to pay to the public force, state 
officials, payment of bribes and / or distribution of a part of our income to third parties, which constitutes an 
extreme, double and systematic violation of human rights. 

These payments indicate that the WSW do not formally quote, in that sense and regarding the variables we 
address in this study, it is that we can recognize our disbursement of money to the State, but in spite of this 
and the lack of recognition of our work we are out of the treasury, finding ourselves in a situation of lack of 
protection regarding rights, outside the labor benefits that by right correspond to any working woman region 
of Thus, in our capacity as subjects of rights, citizens and workers of Latin America and the Caribbean is that 
we consider the observation by States of the impact of our work in the economies of our countries, the 
recognition of our work as work and, of our work on the impact of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the 
countries is a step indispensable not only to guarantee rights to the general population, but also it constitutes 
an indispensable step to consolidate the economic data of the region. 

Given the gaps of regulation and public policies, as well as the lack of information on the conditions economic 
and social of the Women Sex Workers we took on the task of realizing this study.

Network of Women Sex Workers from Latin America and the Caribbean - RedTraSex
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Metodology

A descriptive exploratory study was carried out, consisting of the survey of sources of secondary data and a 
quantitative survey. 

The secondary data survey focused on a review of economic and statistical information available, as well as 
the catalogs and classifiers of GDP and the national accounts of the six countries that they were observed. We 
also review the legal frameworks of each country, identifying the labor rights that in fact they recognize the 
rest of the population of women and men workers, in order to compare them with the Situation of Women 
Sex Workers. 

The quantitative survey was carried out in 6 of the 14 countries in which there are National Organizations of 
Women Sex Workers (ONMTS Spanish acronyms) that are part of the RedTraSex: Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Mexico, Paraguay and Dominican Republic. In each country we apply around 50 questionnaires of more than 
20 questions, open and closed. We received 300 responses.1 The content of the questions was strategically 
analyzed in order to obtain information that will help us to make an approximation of individual and country 
expenditure and, the items from where sex workers contribute to the economy. The Analytical contents were 
as follows:

Sociodemographic data: Age, nationality, studies, marital status, dependents and economic percentage con-
tributed by the respondent to common household expenses. Country Currency Type of residence and in 
which he receives his income.

Data on the specific exercise on your work - Income: Time exercising sex work, if Has an employer or does it 
autonomously, where he works sexually, hours worked per week, If you have alternate work, the proportion 
of income that sex work represents in your earnings. Earnings per week generated by sex work.

Expenses of daily life - Expenditures: Monthly expenses by items: rent, housing, cell phone and landline, 
internet, water, electricity, gas, food, expenses for education, maintenance of dependents, insurance and 
medical expenses, recreation, taxes and other expenses.

Expenditures for exercising sex work - Expenditures: Payment for work space. Percentage of your earmarked 
profit to the employer, if I had it. Spending on condoms and contraceptive methods. If they should pay police 
officers or not, officials and intermediaries, and if so, the amount.

Social Security Expenses - Expenditures: Where they go to access medical services and how much Pay in one 
consultation. If you have medical insurance and what type; how much you pay for medical insurance, and 
what kind of coverage has.

The field work was carried out by female sex workers members of the National Organizations of Women Sex 
Workers (ONMTS Spanish acronyms) in each of the participating countries.2 The information was collected 
between the months of May and August 2019.

One of the difficulties faced by the study was the lack of data on the impact of sex work in the economies and, 
on the other hand, the scarce documentation of sex work and workers sexual conditions that are not limited 
to HIV, a topic in which there is more research and information relevant on the subject.

.  

6 50 surveys were conducted in Colombia, 52 in Costa Rica, 50 in Chile, 50 in Mexico, 48 in Paraguay and 50 in the 
Dominican Republic.
7  In Chile: Margin Foundation; in Colombia: Association of Women Seeking Freedom (ASMUBULI); in Costa Rica: 
Association La Living room; in Mexico: Mexican Alliance of Women Sex Workers (AMETS); in Paraguay: United in Hope 
(UNES) and in Dominican Republic: Organization of Sex Workers (OTRASEX).
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REGIONAL APPROACH TO SEXUAL WORK

Regulations

In our region, the human and labor rights of women sex workers have been seen limited to prohibitionist and 
abolitionist positions in different countries, because of legal frameworks existing and of the positions and 
arguments of decision makers. By way of reference is it is necessary to mention that RedTraSex has a concrete 
definition of who are considered women sex workers: “[…] Women who are older than age who exercise this 
activity voluntarily”.

This definition has varied consequences in terms of external positioning. On the one hand, it establishes a 
marked frontier with those women who are forced to engage in sexual activities, which It constitutes a clear 
crime against which the RedTraSex demands its persecution and punishment and, on the other, is a criticism 
of the criminalization of the activity, criminalization that sex workers suffer when they maintains confusion 
between human trafficking and sex work.8

Although sex work is not classified as a crime in the current regulatory bodies of any of the countries of 
the region, the overlapping of national and local regulations, and the vagueness and ambiguity of some 
legal classifications, they give rise to arbitrariness in their interpretation and application, as well as also to 
the consequent violation of rights of the WSW by the States in general and the security forces in particular. 
Police violence is not an isolated practice - fruit of agent abuse individual-, but responds to the logic of 
action, justification and legitimacy linked to the control of Behaviors of specific social sectors that usually 
agree with the most disadvantaged. This violence reinforces social processes of stereotype construction and 
perpetuation of stigmas that are linked to certain groups of citizens, in this case to Women Sex Workers, with 
the crime.

• Those related to crimes classified in Criminal Codes and other national regulations (National 
Constitutions and / or laws related to women’s rights). In these cases, that that is penalized or 
prohibited is the exploitation of the prostitution of others - pimping -, sexual exploitation of minors 
and in some cases crimes related to pornography or promotion of prostitution by different means. As 
we have said, these regulations are many times used to restrict autonomous sex work even when it is 
lawful according to the higher rank regulations.

• Those related to the prevention and care of sexually transmitted infections (HIV, AIDS and STIs) in 
which WSW are included as vulnerable populations and, in some cases, as replicators of prevention 
policies. These laws frame the testing processes - in almost all cases voluntary and confidential in the 
letter of the law, not necessarily in practice (Cf. RedTraSex, 2013) - and also the existence of health 
cards and health checks by the health system and / or thesecurity forces.

• Those related to the persecution, punishment and prevention of human trafficking and attention 
to their victims which since the mid-2000s are part of the regulatory bodies from most countries 
in the region. Although in no case do they refer to Sex Work in their articles, the modes of law 
enforcementthrough procedures and operations carried out by the judicial system and the security 
forces constitute an obstacle to the exercise of the Work Autonomous sexual and, in many cases, a 
direct seizure of the rights of WSW. This as a consequence of the confusion between human trafficking 
and sex work due to misinformation or, of a determined intention probably based on the ideological 
and / or moral motives of the actors involved 9  in addressing activities that do constitute crime and are 
linked to sex work.10

8 RedTraSex, Eight reasons to avoid confusion between human trafficking, labor exploitation and sex work. Buenos 
Aires, 2016 Available at: http://www.redtrasex.org/Ocho-razones-para-evitar-la.html 
9 Police and justice and security agents who participate in work space raids
10 For more information on this topic, consult the report “Institutional violence against sex workers in 14 countries of 
Latin America ”, RedTraSex, 2016. Available at: http://www.redtrasex.org/Trabajo-Sexual-y-Violencia-2841.html 
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11 Garaizabal Cristina, Prostitution: counts in GDP but is not considered work. Note from Eldiario.es published on October 24 2014. 
Available at: https://bit.ly/2Vfu64Z 
12 S/A: How much do drugs and sex leave to GDP ?, published in Expansión on May 30, 2014, the note explains that accounting It 
began to be carried out to harmonize with countries like Holland where this activity is legal. Available at: https://bit.ly/2AMSIIQ 
13 S/A: Record of paid sex in Belgium, impacts on GDP. Available at:  https://www.grupolaprovincia.com/internacionales/socie-
dadrecord-sex-payment-in-belgium-impacts-in-the-pib-388887 
14 Prostitution: Prices and Statistics of the Global Sex Trade, Havocscope, Available at: https://bit.ly/2B8YMM1  

• Those related to coexistence in public space and minor offenses (contravention codes, of 
faults, municipal) in general applied by local security forces, and referred to the intervention in 
questions of “public morality”. These codes are in most cases, vexatious of the rights of the WSW 
and enable procedures such as identity control, impediment of free movement, the direct prohibition of 
the offer of sex for money in the public space, or the delimitation of tolerance zones and minimum dis-
tances with respect to certain types of institutions, among other. They are also those that grant greater 
power to the security forces and enable a set of abusive and extortive practices that will be referred to 
throughout the report.

• Those in which Sex Work is recognized, rights are associated and their protection. There are 
only two local regulations in the region with these characteristics - in the city of Assumption in Paraguay 
and in the area of Callao in Peru. These regulations are local.

Background of the accounting of Sex Work in the economies 

The European Union modified in 2014 some of the international criteria used to quantify GDP and defines 
some key issues to homogenize the way of calculating it in each country. Such criteria they affected, among 
others, arms trafficking, drug trafficking, smuggling and autonomous sex work. According to its results, 0.35% 
of EU GDP comes from the latter.11

  
The UK Office of National Statistics announced that the payment linked to drug trafficking and Sex work 
contributes to the economy about 10,000 million pounds (16,700 million dollars) a year. The British government 
is now including sex work in its official Gross Domestic Product statistic (GDP) hich, in global terms, and 
without the accuracy of the data represent 0.7%, according to estimates of Government of that country.12 

In Belgium, the figure that threw Sex Work in 2018 exceeded 1,000 million euros, indicating a 27% growth 
over the previous ten years and affecting that country’s GDP increase. The numbers were analyzed from the 
National Bank of Belgium (BNB) through a deployment of inspectors throughout the country to estimate the 
turnover generated by the SW, in which the services were taken into account provided by those who work on 
this task in the streets, clubs,massage centers, stained glass, etc. Without However, it did not take into account 
the economic movement generated by virtual sex work, which is estimated which would contribute to clear 
growth of the figures.13 

 
In our continent, some countries bring official information on the generation of wealth through activities linked 
to sex work, but not directly. Only in the State of Nevada, in the States United States, the United States Office 
of Economic Analysis (BEA) directly counts the contribution of Sex Work to GDP, since there is a legal activity. 

The Havocscope organization produced a book on prices and statistics of global sex work. Information that 
contains estimates of sex work income, according to the cited publication, sex work in the world brings 186 
billion dollars to the global economy. The 24 countries with the highest estimated flows they include Jamaica 
- the only country in Latin America and the Caribbean - in the 23rd place in the ranking with a generation 58 
million dollars per year for sex work activities. Germany and Holland, countries that occupy positions 4 and 17 
respectively, they are places where the activity is legal.14 
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ON THE OFFICIAL ACCOUNTING OF THE RESOURCES GENERATED BY 
THE SEXUAL WORK
The fourth revision of the International Standard Industrial Classification of all economic activities (ISIC 
Revision 4)15, was prepared by the United Nations Organization to establish and consolidate a conceptual 
scheme to relieve information at the level of companies and productive establishments of goods and services. 
The objective is that with this unique catalog an adequate organization and presentation was achieved of 
information, which allows maintaining and guaranteeing the reliability, homogeneity and comparability of the 
statistical information that is prepared in all countries.

The International Standard Industrial Classification of all economic activities (ISIC) constitutes a coherent and 
consistent classification structure of economic activities based on a set of concepts, definitions, principles 
and classification standards. It provides a general framework in which data Economics can be gathered and 
disseminated in a format designed for the purpose of economic analysis, adoption of decisions and policy 
making. The classification structure is a standard format that allows organize detailed information on the 
situation of an economy according to principles and perceptions economical. In practice, the Classification 
is used to facilitate a constant flow of information that it is indispensable for the supervision, analysis and 
evaluation of the functioning of an economy throughout weather; and generally covers productive activities, 
that is, economic activities included within the production frontier of the National Accounts System (SCN).

This classification model is in turn taken up by each country and adapted to its conditions and locations 
own. Section 9609 of the catalog includes:Other personal service activities n.c.p.16   This class includes the 
following activities: activities of turkish baths, saunas and baths of steam, solariums, slimming rooms, massage 
parlors, etc. astrology and spiritualism activities, social relationship activities, such as those of agencies that 
are in charge of hiring companions or to get in touch with each other people who are looking for company or 
friendship, and those of marriage agencies, services for pets, such as those for residences and hairdressers 
for animals and those for walking and animal training, activities of genealogical organizations, shoe shine 
activities, porters of suitcases, car parks, etc, operation of personal service machines coin operated (photo 
booths, scales, tension-taking devices, lockers operated with coins, etc.) (ISIC Rev4, 2008).

It is in this section 9609, in which three of the countries observed in this study have made the inclusion of 
sex work as an existing category in their systems: Colombia, Mexico and Paraguay. Cases taken as possible 
examples of the process of recognizing the impact of sex work on economic activities of the countries. The 
way in which this statistical and accounting classification model is retaken by each country, and its possible 
reflection in the SNC will be reviewed in the national sections.

15 Available at: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/seriesM/seriesm_4rev4s.pdf 

16 n.p.c: Not Classified Previously (N.P.C., in spanish)
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SAMPLE DESCRIPTION

Women surveyed`s profile

Population age
This is a total universe of 300 sex workers, living in six countries in Latin America and the Caribbean: Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Chile, Mexico, Paraguay and the Dominican Republic. All are of legal age and its average age is 
30 years. As shown in Figure 1, 44% of respondents have between 26 and 35 years, and 36%, between 18 
and 35 years. As a whole, this surveyed population is a group located in the adult stage of life, with which, it is 
estimated that there is a substantive contribution from the vital experience and maturity of the participants, and 
an important contribution to the labor market for being population of working age. 

When analyzing the age distribution, we found that the countries with the largest group of young respondents 
Paraguay and the Dominican Republic (where 90% of respondents are 35 years old or younger), followed from 
Colombia (with 84%). In Paraguay and Colombia, in turn, half of the partners surveyed It does not reach 26 
years (52% and 48% of respondents, respectively). 

At the opposite extreme, we found that the countries where older female partners were surveyed were Costa 
Rica and Chile: 10% of respondents with 46 years of age or older appear in both.



CONTRIBUTIONS OF SEX WORKERS TO THE ECONOMIES FROM LATIN AMERICA  • 15

This proportion of migrants found is a high percentage in relation to other professions / trades, which accounts 
for a particular configuration and framework of the migration process. From this data, they can detach some 
clues to explore in future research: the itinerant nature of women to exercise sex work, the search for better 
job opportunities in more stable countries economically or with less restrictive laws towards sex work, the 
conditions of sex work in Migrant women, among others.

When reviewing the data by countries, we found that almost half of those surveyed in both Chile and in the 
Dominican Republic, they are migrants. This speaks of a reality about those countries and which we know for 
the work of the National Organizations of Female Sex Workers, in which traditionally migrant women have 
come to exercise sex work.

Then we find Colombia as the receiving country with the highest proportion of migrant respondents, all of 
Venezuelan nationality, constituting 40% of them. Beyond space logic that explains the migration between 
neighboring countries, we find that, in this sample, the range WSW blanket of Colombian and Venezuelan 
nationality in all the countries of the study, from Mexico to Chile. It is not a phenomenon of sex work; it is a fact 
that corresponds to the change in migratory flows observed in the region17.  

Education level
In relation to the level of studies achieved, it is significant that almost all of the WSW surveyed they have full 
primary, 79.4%. Of that total, 6% have a tertiary / university degree and 26% have started a tertiary or university 
career. If we consider together those WSW that have entered and / or completed the tertiary / university level, 
and those who have completed the secondary level we have to just over half of the respondents (55%), have 
an acceptable level of education to favor its insertion in the labor market, this data shows the stereotype that 
represents the worker. Sexually as a woman without studies, in this sample does not reach 10% of respondents. 
Voucher note that those with the lowest school levels are those of the highest age (43 to 60 years), which it can 
indicate a certain improvement for the new generations in terms of income and permanence in the education 
system.

17 According to the International Migration Office (IOM), “in recent years, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has They show changes 
in their migratory processes. Thus, in recent times, flows to traditional destinations intensify as well as new destinations in the region 
and the world. ”In: IOM (2018): Migration trends in the Americas. Available in: https://robuenosaires.iom.int/sites/default/files/Informes/
Tendencia_Migratoria_Nacionales_en_Americas__Venezuela-September_2018.pdf  

Chart 1: distribution of the surveyed population according to age groups by country 

Migratory situation
When analyzing the nationality of the respondents, it is observed that 30% of them are migrants. In the six 
countries where the survey was conducted found Women Sex Workers of twelve nationalities different. The 
information is detailed by country of residence of the respondents in chart 1.
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Chart 2: Distribution of the population surveyed according to educational level by country
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The small percentage of married and divorced is striking, which may be related to the restrictions among sex 
workers to enter into civil legality and / or that marriage can mean the total or partial interruption of the activity 
as a sex worker.

Compared to the low percentage of Married / Divorced, there is in the general distribution a greater proportion 
of De facto / Separated unions, which may be related to the same hypothesis mentioned above.

Marital status
Marital status Respondents were asked what their marital status was. It was found that half of the respondents 
are single (52%). The highest proportion of single women is found in the population surveyed in the Dominican 
Republic (70% 9, followed by Chile (64%) and Paraguay (61%).
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Occupability situation of the women surveyed

Years working as sexual worker
The highest proportion of the WSW surveyed have been engaged in sex work between one and three years: 
38 % of the population, and a second group representing 24% has been doing sex work for four to six years 
ago.

8% of respondents have been sexually active for more than twenty years. They are all women who, due to the 
lack of recognition of their work, they are ceasing to accumulate contribution years for your retirement. A basic 
right of any worker in recognition of your experience accumulated and the contribution to the market during 
the whole exercise of his working life, for the stage of the life when you most need the protection of the State: 
old age.

Dependency relationship and workplace
Sex work is carried out under various modalities (with or without employer, on the public, virtual or internet, with 
agreements with clients in cabins, street, premises, among others) and these in turn, have implications on the 
autonomy of the worker, in addition to having an impact on the structure of expenditure. In other words, exerci-
sing autonomous and self-employed sex work or with a employer is a very important variable that it affects the 
way in which the profits are obtained and also the expenses associated with the trade.

Of the total number of colleagues surveyed, it was known that 59% declared themselves workers per account 
own, 39% say they have an employer and 2% did not answer that question.

To try to approach the diversity of the modalities of sex work, in the choice of the sample of this pilot were 
considered countries where organizations were linked with diversity of modalities of the exercise of sex work. 
Thus, for example, cases like Mexico were considered, where the organization has reach to many partners 
who exercise virtual sex work or online, throwing a profit and expense profile very different from other coun-
tries. Unlike other countries where it was obtained information primarily from women who engage in sex work 
on public roads or in premises and / or establishments.

In relation to workplaces, 21% of respondents carry out their activities more frequently on the street or public 
roads. Of those who generally work indoors, 27% do in clubs, nightclubs, bars, wiskherias and / or dating hou-
ses, and 23% do so fundamentally from their houses.
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By crossing this data with those who declare to work on their own, we see that 100% of those who work at 
home he does it under this modality, while this percentage drops to 56% for those they work in the street. That 
is, almost half of the sex workers who work in the street they declared that they work with an employer.

Number of hours per week working in sex work 
Women surveyed were asked how many hours a week they spend on average on sex work. The responses of 
most respondents range between 21 and 48 hours a week, that is, their days they are similar to those officially 
marked in the labor laws of countries that range from 40 and 48 hours a week.

A third of the respondents (32%) declare to perform sex work regularly about 20 hours a week or less. Howe-
ver, there is another third of women surveyed who exercise sex work above of the 49 hours per week, since 
9% of the women surveyed declare to work between 49 and 60 hours a week, and 20% say their work as a sex 
worker exceeds 61 hours a week.
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When analyzing the data by country, it was found that respondents in Colombia are the ones who report the 
conference wider. 92% of respondents in that country work above what is stated in the law: 7% works on 
average between 49 and 60 hours a week and 84% of respondents work more than 61 hours a week.

Colombia and Paraguay are the countries where the respondents report the days higher than those marked 
by laws as a regular workday. When crossing with the “pattern” variable, it is shown clearly these are also the 
countries in which women report in high percentage have that figure. This speaks of the vulnerability condi-
tion in which WSW are found, associated with a possible difficulty in choosing the number of hours of work, 
replicating the existence of economic violence towards them, since this indicative has a strong impact on the 
disposition of the income generated by them.

At the other extreme, sex workers surveyed in the Dominican Republic work an average 11.5 hours a week, 
being the shortest day among all respondents. They work in average, a quarter of the regular day that the 
law states.

Additional income to sex work
The vast majority of women surveyed have sex work as their only source of income. Just 11% of the pop-
ulation surveyed have an alternate job, and very few receive income from social and government program 
support (just 1%), thus ratifying its invisibility as subjects of rights by the national governments of the region.
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Weekly salary
Try to make comparisons or standardize the income and expenses of sex workers in the different countries of 
the region, it is a complicated task. First, because each country drives a currency of its own, in second, becau-
se the profits, although converted to dollars to be able to show comparable, they have a different purchasing 
power index in each place18,  so it will be more useful to review the income and expenses of the WSW in the 
section of each of the countries. 

At this time we just show the average weekly salary in each country from the highest to the lowest, according 
to the information provided by the women surveyed, regarding the question: “On average, How much do you 
earn per week for sex work?

Table 3: Average weekly salary of respondents by country

Country

Mexico

Colombia

Costa Rica

Chile

Paraguay

Dominican Rep.

Weekly salary (USD)
 

820,09

604,94

465,41

320,39

210,00

110,23

18 The value of money consists in its purchasing power. Money serves as an instrument to make changes. How much older the pur-
chasing power of money, greater its ability to make changes
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Salaries paid by sex workers in the region are not exempt from showing wide disparities and inequality gaps, 
not only between countries, but within them. Inequality is a predominant aspect of Latin American societies. It 
should be noted that, the case of Mexico represents significantly the group with the highest average amount 
of income. This is partly explained that the most of the respondents in that country are university sex workers 
who work in residential areas and under the companion modality, which determines a high level of income that 
is not intended to be representative of the national reality. It throws information on one of the different work 
modalities that were considered19 in this pilot exercise, and that we aspire to deepen with a random sample 
broader throughout the region. Even so, it seems very important to point out the gaps between them compan-
ions, according to the place of work and the modality of the exercise of the trade.

By emulating the Gini Coefficient  placing the highest and lowest wages in each country as total wealth, the 
coefficient of inequality (emulated in a specific exercise for this data) shows that the country with the most 
inequality for sex workers is Chile and the least unequal according to the Income in the sample is Costa Rica, 
as shown in chart 4.

19 The Gini coefficient is a number between 0 and 1, where 0 corresponds to perfect equality (all have the same income) and where the 
value 1 corresponds to the perfect inequality (one person has all the income and the others none). The Gini index is the Gini coefficient 
expressed in reference to a maximum of 100, instead of 1, and is equal to the Gini coefficient multiplied by 100 (as we have used in the 
previous table).

Chart 4: Calculation of inequality between wages, based on the GINI coefficient (2017)

Chile

Colombia

México
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Costa Rica

320,39

604,94

820,09

210,00
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465,41

46,6
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48,8
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48,3 
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0,95
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0,88

0,83

0,80
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Household Composition
To understand the importance of sex work and its contributions and impact on the economy of the countries, 
we consult to respondents on the economic responsibilities they face: size and the composition of their homes 
and the percentage they contribute within their budget.

The data on economic dependents is very important to consider how many people remain from the income 
generated by women through sex work.

It was investigated in the presence of economic dependents in households to refer to the relative of the hou-
sehold of a worker who receives support or financial coverage (such as a spouse, a child or a partner). 85 % 
of respondents state that they have at least one economic dependent, while 15% (practically one in 10 women 
surveyed) declares that they have no economic dependent.

Calculation of 
inequality between 

WSW
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On average, respondents are responsible for the maintenance of 2.2 people, distributed as follows mode: 
approximately one in four respondents has a dependent, one in four declared have two dependents and one 
in four, three dependents. About 10% of respondents have In charge of four or more economic dependents.
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When analyzing the information by country, we found that the proportion of women without economic depen-
dents increases and is placed above the global average in Chile and Mexico (36% and 22%, respectively). In 
the rest of the countries are between 8% and 11%, except in the case of Colombia, where we find that 100% 
of the population surveyed declare to have economic dependents.

It is precisely in Colombia where the highest proportion of respondents with 3 or more dependents appears 
(86% of respondents in that country). In turn, high proportions appear in the Dominican Republic and Paraguay 
of respondents with 1 or 2 economic dependents (76% and 61%, respectively).

Home contribution
Almost all respondents (98%) contribute resources to support their homes, 90% of the respondents are res-
ponsible for at least half of household expenses, and more than half of respondents (59%) are the only provi-
der of the family.

If we take into account that 85% of women surveyed have at least one more person in their charge from the 
economic point of view, the weight on the fees paid by the workers is overwhelming sexual in the maintenance 
of their homes.

Labor conditions
As described in previous research (RedTraSex, 2016), the infrastructure conditions of the rooms, the lack of 
hygiene and the environmental conditions of the spaces in which the TS, all this not only implies exposure to 
health risks - as we will see in the next section – but the overload of tasks not directly related to the TS (in case 
they have to deal with them same of the cleaning of the rooms) and disbursements of the personal income 
on the part of the TS (in the in case they are charged or withheld an amount of the amount received for the 
sexual services offered in concept of cleaning, change of sheets, etc.). Punctually these expenditures suppose 
a double subjection for WSW, since not only do the owners charge them a percentage of the service provided, 
but they must also allocate a percentage of his salary to expenses of “maintenance and cleaning” of the space 
and the rent of the room, among others.
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In the absence of recognition of sex work some of them have to deal with intermediaries – who arbitrarily define 
the terms of the exercise of the activity - which implies economic damage for the WSW that are being held, 
directly or indirectly (extra payments, fines, police extortion, coimas, etc) a percentage of what is perceived by 
the services they develop.

The country with the highest record of these costs is the Dominican Republic, this can be explained given the 
high number of independent work and that they exercise mostly on public roads or in their own homes, as will 
be seen in the section of that country.

This series of expenses and extra fees (in relation to the provision of work items and / or the maintenance of 
the spaces) that must be paid to be able to carry out their work, are clear and forceful abuse of WSW. In some 
cases they pay to work or for the room they will use to do the service, in others for the cleaning of the place, 
also for services linked to aesthetic production -Peluquería- and for work materials such as condoms –which 
are sold on site to WSW. Once again, all this is exempt from the regulation of the activity that grants and gua-
rantees these rights to the WSW, which stipulates what corresponds to each part of the labor relationship in 
terms of obligations and what mechanisms will be implemented for their control and compliance.

In turn, there are forms of economic penalty or fines for WSW in closed, linked spaces to different situations 
linked to the exercise of the TS. These fines are charged to WSW by the owners and managers of the esta-
blishments when they do not fulfill the service because they are menstruating, when they are late, when for 
personal reasons they are not going to work, and also for leaving space closed with a client without prior pay-
ment of the established commission, among others. These fines or penalties, which constitute another form 
of economic exploitation, also affect the conditions of exercise of the SW and they add to the various forms of 
precariousness and violation of the activity, derived from the absence of recognition.
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Chile 

Colombia

Costa Rica 

Dominican Republic

Mexico

Paraguay

RESULTS BY COUNTRY
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Chile

Capital city: Santiago de Chile

Population: 18.729.160

Area: 756.700 km2

Currency:  Pesos chilenos

Part of: Alianza del Pacífico, FMI, OEA, 
OCDE, ONU; UNASUR
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The total surveys in this country were conducted in the capital, Santiago, Chile, and of the 50 women who 
responded, the majority are Chilean (27 of the respondents), but in total seven different were found nationali-
ties in the sample (11 Colombian, 5 Dominican, 3 Peruvian, 2 Ecuadorian, one Argentine and a Venezuelan).
When inquiring about the employment situation, it was found that the majority of respondents in Chile claim to 
have employer (66%) and the rest (34%) work on their own.

Given that the Minimum Wage as of March 1, 2019 is set at $ 301,000, the WSW surveyed who work in San-
tiago earn on average three minimum wages, which have the perception higher access a little more than 9 SM; 
but those with the lowest perceptions barely reach wages higher than a quarter of the official minimum wage.

Monthly salary UsD

Higher

Less

Average

2.800.000,00

80.000,00

918.368,00

3.864,73

110,42

1.267,59

In Chile, the National Statistics Institute (INE) is responsible for articulating the National Statistical System 
(SEN), so that it provides the country with relevant, relevant and comparable information at the national level 
and international The Family Budget Survey (EPF), conducted by the INE, aims to identify the structure and 
characteristics of final consumption expenditure of urban households in the capitals regional regions of Chile 
and some of its conurbated areas, with a reference period of one year, constituting this study in a fundamental 
piece for the update of the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The average monthly household expenditure estima-
ted in the eighth EFP Family Budget Survey corresponds to $ 1,121,925 Chilean pesos.20 

According to this official calculation, it can be affirmed that the salary of WSW in Chile is below spending ave-
rage of the household, this data that in itself is worrying, is aggravated when we know that the work Sexual 
represents the only source of income for 92% of them. 

In addition to this scenario, we must add that the surveyed WSW are responsible for the maintenance of 2 
people - economic dependents on average. We should point out that, of the respondents in the six countries, 
those in Chile are the ones with the highest percentage without economic dependents (36%), this could be-
cause almost half (44%) of the respondents are from another country, so the question remains about whether 
they migrate alone and whether or not they send remittances.

74% of the WSW surveyed in Chile is the only provider in their homes. 10% contribute for 50% of household 
expenses, and 8% contribute between 51% and 49% of household expenses.

20 Synthesis of results of the VIII Survey of Family Budgets, June 2018. Available at: https://bit.ly/2FN0Zkv 
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21 Calculation made with official Chilean change as of June 2019.

**Other regular expenses refer to sending resources to third parties/receipts, 
house or car payments.

The wage and purchasing power disparity of the WSW surveyed in Chile is striking. For example, in food, 
the lower limit spend 20,000.00 per month, while the upper limit do 30 times more, as they report a monthly 
expense of 600,000.00. Something similar happens with recreation spending and leisure, where huge gaps 
are found between the upper and lower limits of spending. 

Social Security
In Chile there are three types of pensions, depending on the cause for which it is granted: old age, disability 
and Survival the old-age pension consists of the right that members of the Administration system have of AFP 
Pension Funds to obtain a pension once they have reached the legal age: 

65 years for men and 60 women. The disability pension is the one that those people receive Affiliates that have 
been declared invalid by the Medical Commission of the Pensions Superintendence, and the survivor’s pension 
is the benefit to which the relatives of the deceased affiliate are entitled meet certain legal requirements.

The components of the current Pension System in Chile are: Pensions system, given the contingencies of 
old age, disability and death; Health system, given the contingencies of illness and pregnancy; insurance of 
accidents at work and occupational diseases, due to occupational safety and health; Sure of unemployment, 
before the contingency of unemployment. None of these benefits working women sexually, 100% states they 
have no insurance of any kind and the average price of a medical consultation, if they need attention; it is 
19,500 Chilean pesos (approximately $ 28 US).21

Labor conditions
The legal framework for the protection of labor rights in Chile is based on two instruments, the Constitution 
country policy and the Labor Code.22

The Constitution states that everyone has the right to free hiring and free choice of work with fair remuneration 
and prohibits any discrimination that is not based on ability or suitability staff, adding that no kind of work can 
be prohibited, unless they oppose morality, public safety or health, or as required by the national interest and 
a law so declares (...)23.

The basic expenses reported by the workers surveyed in Chile are detailed in the following graphic:
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When referring to the right to develop any activity, the constitution says in numeral 21 of its article 19 “The 
right to develop any economic activity that is not contrary to morality, to public order or to national security, 
respecting the legal norms that regulate it”. It should be noted that throughout the Chilean constitutional text 
does not devote any section to explain what should be understood in that text when talking about opposition 
to morals, or whose morals.

For its part in the Labor Code sex work is not addressed as such. However, it is pronounced on the enclosures 
where “where shows of sexual significance are made or exhibited” in article 15, in which it does not prohibit or 
condemn the exercise of this as long as the age of majority is met.24 

The regulations of Chile in which if sex workers are expressly named is the Sanitary Code25, in force in the 
country since 2007, although there is no express prohibition in the code regarding sex work, containing in its 
article 39 the indication that a regulation must “establish the conditions under which people may be examined, 
forced to be treated or admitted for healing that are dedicated to the sex trade and those affected by venereal 
diseases that constitute a threat to public health ”places vulnerable WSW for police to abrogate the faculty of 
taking them to health services.

However, this Code includes a section that is even more risky for WSWs compared to police officers, empowering 
them for the closure of establishments expressly prohibited in article 41. 26  I weighed To this prohibition, the 
majority of the WSW in Chile exercise in establishments and houses of tolerance (34%). For the Criminal 
Code of the country, the provision of sexual services is punishable only for consumers and when the provision 
of sexual service is by minors and the punishment is marked with imprisonment lowest in its maximum degree. 27 

Sex work in the national economy
In national economic accounting, with the national adequacy of ISIC Rev. 4 the activity is not resumed of sex 
work in classification 9606 28  as in the case already presented in Colombia and only in two activities resources 
generated by sex work activities could be located, but in a veiled way because they are not explicit:

• Activities of Turkish baths, saunas and steam baths, solariums, slimming rooms, salons of massage, etc.

•Social relationship activities, such as those of agencies that are in charge of hiring companion to 
get in touch with each other people who are looking for company or friendship, and those of agencies 
matrimonial 

The Central Bank of Chile published in 2018 the methods and sources of information for the estimation of 
the Product Gross Regional Internal (PIBR) that is estimated within the context of national accounts and their 
compilation is framed in the guidelines adopted from the 2013 Reference Compilation. In the Fourth chapter of 
that publication, the sources of information used for the regionalization of each of the economic activities. The 
disaggregation of “personal services” does not allow making any “inference” about the contribution of sex work 
to the economy, since it only includes expressly education, health and the “rest of services”. 29 

22 Published by the Chilean Labor Directorate, in its current version in January 2019. Available at: https://bit.ly/2G3zZen 
23 Numeral 16 of article 21 of the Political Constitution of  Chile. Available at: https://bit.ly/1Y5iz4y 
24 Art. 15. The work of children under eighteen years of age in cabarets and other similar establishments presenting shows is prohibited. 
alive, as well as those that sell alcoholic beverages that must be consumed in the same establishment. In any In this case, minors may be 
authorized to work in enclosures or places where significant performances are held or exhibited sexual. Available at: https://www.dt.gob.
cl/portal/1626/articles-95516_recurso_2.pdf 
25 Available at: https://www.leychile.cl/Navegar?idNorma=5595 
26 Article 41 For people who engage in sex trade, a health statistic will be kept, not allowing their grouping in closed brothels or houses of 
tolerance. Compliance monitoring of this article will correspond to the Prefectures of Police, which must order and carry out the closure of 
27 Article 367 TER of the Criminal Code of Chile. Available at: https://bit.ly/214Luor 
28 National Institute of Statistics Chile ISIC4.CL Chilean Classifier of Economic Activities, p. 354. Available at: https://docplayer.
es/8770793-Instituto-nacional-de-estadisticas-chile-ciiu4-cl-2012-clasificador-chileno-de-actividades-economicas.html 
29 See National Accounts of Chile Regional Gross Domestic Product: Methods and Sources of information p 26.
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Colombia

Capital city: Bogotá

Population: 49.648.685

Area: 1.141.749 km2

Currency: Pesos colombianos

Member of: 

Aliace of the Pacific, CAN, IMF, OAS, UN, 

UNASUR
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The sex workers who participated in the survey conducted in Colombia were 50, all older of age, surveyed in 
6 cities of the country.

Distribution of the population surveyed in Colombia, by location

Bogotá City           22

Departament of Atlántico (City: Barranquilla)    3

Departament of Casanare (City: Yopal)         1

Departament of Cundinamarca (City: Zipaquirá)        2

Departament of Cundinamarca (City: Fusagasugá)   11

Departament of Cundinamarca (City: Mosquera)   11

Employment situation
The sex workers in Colombia are the ones with the highest average of economic dependents among respondents 
from the six countries. 100% report having dependents and of them 86% have 3 dependents or more, if we 
cross this data with the sources of income, we can see that the WSW that responded in Colombia they only 
have earnings from sex work, no additional work or social program contributes to the support of these families:

If we take into account that the SM minimum wage in Colombia is 828,116 pesos per month30 , the fee lower 
monthly of the surveyed WSW, is slightly higher than the SM (1.20%), while the Highest perception received is 
equivalent to 26.6 minimum wages. The average monthly fee of one WSW is equal to 12.5 minimum wages.

The average fee is 2,077,760.00 per week. The highest fee received by a WSW was of 4,410,000.00 and the 
lowest of 200,000.00 per week

30 According to decree 2451, of December 27, 2018, launched on January 1, 2019

Weekly salary USD

Higher

Less

Average

4.410.000,00

200.000,00

2.077.760,00

1.280,39

58,22

604,94



34 • RELEVATION IN SIX COUNTRIES: CHILE, COLOMBIA, COSTA RICA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, MEXICO AND PARAGUAY

In 2019, the basic family basket (bfb) costs an average household –integrated by four people– $3,488,577 
monthly. The household requires 4.2 legal minimum wages (SML 2019 = $ 828,116) for the acquisition of all 
necessary and vital goods and services31. This means that the WSW surveyed in Colombia in its great majority 
(82%) have salaries higher than access to the bfb.

Like the vast majority of sex workers, those who responded in Colombia are, in their overwhelming most, the 
only provider of your home: 98% of respondents are in charge of all of your household expenses.

The WSW that responded to the survey have expenses as shown in the following table:

31 Sarmiento Arzola, Libardo: Basic Family Basket (BFB) and pauperism in Colombia, 1998-2019. Note Posted in “From Below” on April 
1, 2019. Available at: https://bit.ly/2pRPku0

The first item in order of importance is that related to Food, followed by the payment of Rent. In third instead, 
educational expenses appear, in relation to the number of dependents in households. There is an amount of 
recurring expenses where the remittances that the surveyed workers send to others appear households, in 
addition to other personal care expenses, such as makeup and clothing.

Social Security
In Colombia, Law 100 recognizes since 1993 social, labor, assistance and pension rights. The right to pension, 
protection for occupational hazards and the right to health services are recognized public to access a pension; 
workers must be 57 years old and have contributed a minimum of 1,300 weeks. The General System of Social 
Security in Health aims to regulate the essential public health service and create conditions of access to the 
service to the entire population, in all attention levels.

Sex workers in Colombia, meanwhile, live a work reality far from all these benefits, since 60% do not enjoy 
medical insurance. Half of those with insurance (10 of 18 respondents) they must pay for private insurance, 
while the rest is treated with public insurance. Average cost insurance that pay the WSW is 295,000.00.
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Labor conditions
In Colombia, labor conditions and rights are defined in the Substantive Labor Code that throughout his articles 
he details, what is understood by work, the freedom to choose and exercise it, equality between workers and 
workers and, in general, the rights, prerogatives and exceptions of the law.

Article 23 of the Code indicates the three essential elements for the employment contract:

a) The personal activity of the worker, that is, carried out by himself;

b) The continued subordination or dependence of the worker with respect to the employer, which 
empowers this one to demand the fulfillment of orders, at any time, as to the mode, time or amount 
of work, and impose regulations, which must be maintained for the entire duration of the contract. 
All this without affecting the honor, dignity and minimum rights of the worker in concordance with 
international treaties or conventions that on human rights related to matter force the country; and

c) A salary as compensation for the service.

The same article emphasizes that: “Once the three elements covered by this article are gathered, it is 
understood that there is an employment contract and it does not cease to be because of the name given or 
other conditions or modalities that are added”.

In the light of this definition and characterization and without there being an express prohibition of law, sex 
work should have all the protections and guarantees that the rest of the productive activities, especially if 
considers that the Code states in its article 37 that “The employment contract may be verbal or written; for its 
validity does not require any special form, unless expressly provided otherwise ”.

The Colombian WSW who responded to the Survey, exercise their activities without enjoying all the rights that 
the law should guarantee, despite the fact that many of them admit to having a pattern (78% of the surveyed), 
in addition to direct clients with whom 22% make their direct verbal contract for Provision of its services. 

Regarding the Working Day in Colombia, the Code states in its article 161 that the maximum duration the 
ordinary working day is eight (8) hours a day and forty-eight (48) a week. But the WSW responded to the 
survey indicating that they work on average 70 hours, that is, 45.8% more than the law dictates. 

The WSW that answered the survey in Colombia, are the ones that report the highest working hours in all six 
countries 84% say they work more than 61 hours, 76.1% of them have employers, compared to 23.9% who 
They also report these days, but they work on their own. 

Sex work is for 100% of respondents their only source of income, none have a job additional and none is the 
beneficiary of any public transfer or support program; this despite conditional income transfer (PTC) programs 
have been imposed in Latin America as the main form of government intervention to serve the population in 
poverty, through the guarantee of a certain basic level (generally minimum) of monetary income. 

It is noteworthy that Colombia has one of the three largest income transfer programs in terms of absolute 
beneficiaries in the region, according to ECLAC.32 

Sex work in the Colombian regulatory framework
In Colombia, Sex Work is not illegal, nor is it penalized. The Political Constitution of Colombia of 1991 ensures in 
article 13 that “all people are born free and equal before the law, will receive the same protection and treatment 
of the authorities and will enjoy the same rights, freedoms and opportunities without any discrimination”. 

32   Rodríguez, Corina: Conditional income transfer and gender equality programs. Where is Latin America going? Available at: https://
bit.ly/2Vj14S1 
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This rule is committed to real and effective equality and to adopt measures for groups discriminated against, 
so it also recognizes the existence of subjects of special constitutional protection, which refers to economic, 
physical or mental condition, and are in a circumstance of manifest weakness, Therefore, the State undertakes 
to “punish the abuses or mistreatments that are committed against them”. 

Protected in this article of the Constitution, the Constitutional Court of Colombia ratifies in the Judgment T-736 
of 2015, in which the sex workers are, in the Colombian context, a group historically discriminated against and, 
therefore, a population in special constitutional protection. Sentence T-736 places to the SW that exercise the 
office in a lawful, voluntary and reasoned manner.

This sentence exceeds T-629 2010 but together they raise the urgent need of the State to establish legal 
instruments for its regulation.33 

There are other regulations that directly affect Female Sex Workers as up to at the moment there is no law 
that regulates the SW, such as that of police forces and justice agents. The Colombian Criminal Code, ratified 
by Law 599 2000 and Law 1236, 2008 in which the SW does not regulate but penalizes pimping and imposes 
fines for exercising the SW; the National and District Police Codes, that in the State considers the SW as a 
public health problem, requires health card and establish places where it is exercised or not. In the Capital 
District of Bogotá where the notebook is not required health, but identification, its demands to be in the General 
Health Security System and establishes Zones Special High Impact Services. Finally, there is the Territorial 
Planning Plan - POT (Law 902, 2004), which regulates land uses and determines the areas of Sex Work, and 
Law 232 of 1995 that dictates the operation of commercial establishments.34  

In July 2018, the government presented a study by the Women’s Secretariat through the Observatory of 
Women and Gender Equality.35  To get the information a direct survey was made Applied to 2,758 people who 
perform paid sex activities in the city of Bogotá. According to statements of the minister, from the results of 
this, work tables would be established to discuss the issues and generate public policies. This study showed 
that almost 60% of them only receive between $ 25,000 COP and $ 50,000 COP ($ 8.5 US / $ 17 US) 36  
pesos per customer. To cover the money needed to survive and pay the room expenses (in case of working in 
establishments), the majority attend between three and five people daily. 

And against these figures, what the survey carried out shows us is that despite having salaries above the 
minimum In the country, the WSW work longer than the rest of the workers, they do not have all the benefits 
of law and have to invest a significant amount of resources for expenses associated with the SW, which range 
from room or room rental, payment of contraceptive methods and protection of HIV and STIs, even payments 
to police and officials to allow them to exercise. The following tables show us how much WSW invest in all 
those areas.

33 RedTrasex Institutional Violence op cit.
34 idem
35 García, Ana María “Venezolanas, of the biggest victims of sexual exploitation in Bogotá”. Portfolio, economics section. July 26 from 
2018. Available at: https://bit.ly/2IsorDm 
36 Calculation made with the official exchange of the US dollar for June 2018
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Contraceptive 
expenditures (average)

how many
how much

n %

Yes 50 100
183.600,00

Top limit: 350.000,00
Lower limit 80.000,00

Police pay (average) how many
how much

n %

Yes

Not

NA

2

47 94%

1 2%

4% 25.000,00 daily

Payment to other 
public officials 

(average)

how many
how much

n %

Yes

Not

NA

2

46 93%

1 2%

5% 225.000,00 daily

It attracts attention, and corresponds to what was found in previous information gathering exercises in our 
study population, the fear of respondents to describe that they have been economically violated To do your job. 
This may be due to the low number of respondents who indeed they declare having had to pay public officials 
to be able to work.

That difference in the amount in payment between payment to police officers and other officials (prosecutors, 
for example) can respond to the difference in the instance of judicialization (“permission” to be on the street to 
the police, and “Payment” to get out of jail).

Additionally, 78% of them must pay on average 189,303.00 per room or workspace every day. The cost of an 
average medical consultation is 116,354.00. 
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In the case of women who answered the survey in Colombia, it is striking that, although 22% said to work 
on their own, to the question about how much you should pay the employer, 98% answered figures that they 
represent half of what they earn or a little more. 

About the sex workers’ union SINTRASEXCO
National Union of Women Sex Workers of Colombia SINTRASEXCO acquires personality legal on November 
26, 2015. It is the first sex workers union worldwide. Make part of the Confederation of Workers of Colombia 
(CTC) and is recognized by the Ministry of Labor, so that their claims are covered by labor law, This means 
that they have the same rights and obligations as any worker of Colombia.

That Colombia can have its own union of Women Sex Workers, is decisive in terms of the enforceability 
of rights towards the State, as non-profit associations are protected in civil law but not in labor law. With 
SINTRASEXCO recognition is achieved before “the maximum body that regulates work in a country: the 
Ministry of Labor. So your claims they are protected by labor law, and it means that they have the same rights 
and obligations as any worker in Colombia ”.37.

Sex work in the national economy
We conclude this section by pointing out that in Colombia the national harmonization with ISIC Rev. 4 was in 
charge of the Department of Regulation, Planning, Standardization and Standardization of the Department 
National Statistics Administration (DANE), an organization that in its program to improve the statistics developed 
the system of consultation of the International Standard Industrial Classification of all economic activities 
adapted for Colombia, placing as an economic activity of the category 9609 “the activities of sex workers”. 38

This demonstrates an important advance of Colombia by having included the item in the adaptation they made 
and by modernizing even the nomenclature, however and despite this, they are not found in statistics or official 
national accounts, data or amounts of resources generated that are reported by this work activity which is 
recognized in its classification system. 

The National Accounts published by DANE, approximate only a little to the accounting of resources generated 
by sex work, without disaggregating them - in accordance with their ISIC-adjusted classifiers Rev. 4 and to 
advance even in nomenclature they have-. What we observe is the percentage participation at GDP of 2.4 that 
show “Artistic, entertainment and recreation activities and other service activities” where we understand that it 
is contained - but not broken down - the provision of sexual services.39

37 Information available at: http://redtrasex.org/IMG/pdf/informe_nacional_colombia.pdf 
38 See, International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities, Revision 4 adapted for Colombia, pg 490. Available at: 
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/nomenclaturas/CIIU_Rev4ac.pdf 
39 See, National Accounts of Colombia, Base 2015, table 8 p35. Available at: https://bit.ly/2lCedYC
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Costa Rica

Capital city: San José

Population: 4.999.441

Area: 51.100 km2

Currency:₡ Colones Costarricenses 

Member of: IMF, OAS, UN, SICA
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The sex workers who participated in the survey conducted in Costa Rica were 52, all older of age, surveyed 
in 5 cities of the country.

Distribution of the population surveyed in Costa Rica, by location

Location       Amount

Province of San José         34

Greater Metropolitan Area, Alajuela         8

Province of Carthage            7

Province of Heredia           1

Province of Puntarenas           2

The sex workers who answered the survey in Costa Rica more than half have 2 dependents economic on 
average, as we will see, there are few who have additional sources of income to work sexual (less than 10% 
have another job) and half contribute the total expenses for support of home.

When analyzing the relationship of the monthly fees received by the WSW and the minimum wage, notes that 
the 52 SWS surveyed in Costa Rica they earn an average of 1,080,384 per month, which it means doubling 
the monthly minimum wage for this type of work. The highest salary received by SWS was 1,600,000 and the 
lowest, 380,000 per month. 40 

Monthly salary UsD

Higher

Lees

Average

1.600.000,00

380.000,00

1.080.384,00

2.748,85

652,85

1.856,13

40 The minimum monthly salary in Costa Rica depends on the level of qualification according to the activity carried out, the National 
Council of Salaries, is the tripartite body with legal competence, for the salary fixations of the Private Sector.
The minimum wage is fixed to monthly payments, according to the following distribution:
Workers in Unskilled Occupation ¢ 309,143.36
Semi-skilled Occupation Workers ¢ 332,589.87
Skilled Occupation Workers ¢ 349,623.39
Technicians Diversified Education Media ¢ 366,380.40
Workers in Specialized Occupation ¢ 392,623.14
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The sex workers surveyed in Costa Rica, even those with the lowest salary, have a perception slightly higher 
than any unqualified worker in your country, while those who they have a higher salary, they receive an 
average of 4 minimum wages from those classified for workers Specialized Occupation.

 The cost of the basic basket consists of 17 elements, and has an average cost of ₡ 48,211 but varying 
according to urban area that is ₡ 51,494 and rural of ₡ 42,900. 

The WSW that responded to the survey have distributed expenses as shown in the following graphic:

* Sending resources to third parties/receipts, house or car payments are recorded here.

In the Costa Rican sample, income expenditures appear first, above expenditures for food. It also appears 
among the most important expenses, the category that includes the sending of resources to third parties 
(remittances), among other expenses such as home or car payments.

The consumption rates of the WSW surveyed are higher than those calculated in the basic basket of Costa 
Rica, only in the food purchase section can it be shown that even those found in the lower limit they reach in 
that section, almost the same amount as the complete basic basket, while that those closest to the upper limit 
quadruple in food consumption the calculation of investment in basic basket.

The survey shows that despite having salaries above the minimum in the country, the WSW invest a significant 
part of their income from expenses associated with the SW, 11.5% of them must pay their “Employer” a 
percentage of your salary, in addition to other expenses ranging from room or room rental (on average ₡ 
93,000 per week), payment of contraceptive methods and protection of HIV and STIs, up to Payments for your 
health care, reported that the average cost of a medical consultation is 27,377.
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Contraceptive 
expenditures 

(average)

How many 
How much

n %

Yes 49 94
10.714,00

Top límit: 30.000,00
Lower límit: 6.000,00

NA 3 6

In addition to the previous expenses, we must emphasize that WSW are the main suppliers of their homes 
(56% contributes 100% of household income, 19% contributes between 51% and 99%, and another 19% con-
tributes half of expenses in their homes).

We must also highlight that the sex workers who answered the survey in Costa Rica more half of them have 
2 economic dependents on average, as we will see, few have sources of additional income to sex work (less 
than 10% have another job) and half contribute the total of expenses for the maintenance of the home.

It is clear that, of the WSW that answered the surveys in Costa Rica, not all of them have security social, they 
do not contribute to retirement nor are they beneficiaries of other benefits of law. However, 55.7% reported that 
he does have insurance and that this is public; It covers diseases, old age and death.

Labor conditions 
Labor rights are governed by the Labor Code of Costa Rica41  issued by the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Security and updated with the Labor Procedural Reform, this legal instrument states that “Individual employment 
contract, whatever its denomination, is that in which a person is obliged to provide another service or to execute 
a work, under permanent dependence and immediate direction or delegate thereof, and for a remuneration of 
any kind or form. The existence of this is presumed contract between the worker who provides his services and 
the person who receives them ”(article 18). 

The same rule states in its article 19 that the employment contract obliges both what is expressed in it, as to 
the consequences that derive from it according to good faith, fairness, use, custom or law. 

However, the Costa Rican Labor Code seems to be “protected” so that it does not expand or understand 
its coverage of activities such as the provision of sexual services, since when detailing the recognition of a 
contract verbal -in article 22- closes any possibility of interpretive extension.42 

The code goes further, because in its article 87, when referring to women’s work, it clearly states: It is absolutely 
forbidden to hire the work of women (…) to perform unhealthy, heavy work or dangerous, in the physical 
or moral aspects ... “nevertheless it maintains that in this situation” the Ministry Labor and Social Security 

41 Available at: http://www.mtss.go.cr/elministerio/marco-legal/documentos/Codigo_Trabajo_RPL.pdf 
42 Article 22.- The employment contract may be verbal when it refers to: a) The actual agricultural or livestock work. Is exception does not 
include industrial work carried out in the field; b) (Repealed by article 2 of Law No. 8726 July 2, 2009)
c) To accidental or temporary work that does not exceed ninety days, not included in the two previous paragraphs. In this case the emplo-
yer is obliged to issue a written record of the number of days worked at the request of the worker every thirty days and of compensation 
perceived, and d) To the provision of a work for a specific work, provided that the value of the work does not exceed two hundred and fifty
colones, although the term to conclude it is greater than ninety days.
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43 The objectives and programs of IMAS in Costa Rica can be found at: https://www.imas.go.cr/#
44 Criminal Code consulted at: https://bit.ly/2VryWKM

should consult, with the organizations of workers and employees concerned and with women’s representative 
associations, the form and conditions of work performance of women, in those activities that could be harmful 
to them due to their particular danger, unhealthiness or hardness ”.

The Code is emphatic in indicating its prohibitions, in respect of which and in relation to the autonomous sex 
work we can highlight the exception of its article 90 in subsection a): “The prohibitions The foregoing shall also 
include the following cases: a) The self-employment or employment of a trade that is practiced in the streets or 
public places, as long as it is done by a male under fifteen or a single woman under eighteen ”.
Despite what is stated in the law on the contractual nature of labor agreements, more than two thirds of the 
sex workers surveyed establish verbal contracts with their direct clients, and a third part recognizes having 
employers in Costa Rica (29% of respondents).

Given this highly restrictive scenario, here it is necessary to highlight that sex work is for about 80% of res-
pondents their only source of income, only 7.7% have an additional job; 13.5% receive financial support for 
alimony and none is the beneficiary of any public transfer programor props. 

It is noteworthy that Costa Rica has the Joint Institute of Solidarity Aid, IMAS, which has the objective of pro-
mote decent living conditions and the social development of people, families and communities in a situation of 
poverty or risk and social vulnerability, with emphasis on extreme poverty This institution manages the delivery 
and selection of beneficiaries of its two star transfer programs. 43 

Regarding the Working Day in Costa Rica, the Code states in its article 136 that the ordinary day of effective 
work may not be more than eight hours in the day, six at night and forty-eight hours per week More than 95% 
of the WSW responded to the survey indicating that they work on average between 21 and 48 hours per week; 
Only 3.8% exceeds that workday.

A third of the women surveyed in Costa Rica work mainly from home (34%), another third of the surveys are 
carried out mainly in the street and another group with the same proportion in premises, followed by another 
minority group that works primarily in cabins and other spaces.

The ambiguity of labor legislation offers a window of opportunity in the extension of its coverage and protection 
when it comes to regulating discrimination, since article 404 states that: “It is prohibited all discrimination at 
work due to age, ethnicity, sex, religion, race, sexual orientation, status civil, political opinion, national ancestry, 
social origin, affiliation, health condition, disability, affiliation union, economic situation or any other similar form 
of discrimination ”.

And article 405 adds “All working people who perform in the same subjective conditions and objective equal 
work will enjoy the same rights, in terms of working hours and remuneration, without any discrimination. “

In this regard, the current Criminal Code establishes in article 169 on pimping: “Whoever promotes prostitution 
of people of any sex or induce them to exercise it or keep them in it or recruit them for that purpose, he will be 
punished with a prison sentence of two to five years. The same penalty will be imposed whoever keeps another 
person in sexual servitude”44. It is worth noting that in the Criminal Code the figure of pimping is included in 
the same section as the ruffianería (so called who coercively becomes keep for whoever performs sex work) 
and corruption.

Sex work in the national economy
The normative scenario before sex work coincides with the omission of the subject in the account classifier.
The National Institute of Statistics and Census elaborated the Manual of Codification Classification of 
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45 Consult the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INEC) of Costa Rica. Available at: http://www.inec.cr/metodologias?keys=ra-
ma+of+activity&source_tid=All&Field_area_tematica_documento_tid =All &field_periodo_tid=All&field_anio_documento_value% 5Bva
46 The product input matrix (IPM), is the one that gives details of the supply and use of goods and services in the economy, in addition 
of income and employment generated by the various economic activities for a given period. It is a source of analytical information on the 
productive relations of a country. When reviewing the latest publication available in Costa Rica, although the classification
AE135 refers to “other activities of Services not cataloged”, all information cells are registered in zeros Published on 02-02-2019 by the 
Central Bank of Costa Rica. Available at: https://bit.ly/2tpMwDs 

Occupations of Costa Rica, based on the most recent International Standard Classification of Occupations 
(ISCO-08) of the International Labor Organization (ILO), adapted from the most recent International Industrial 
Classification of all Economic Activities (ISIC Rrev 4) of the United Nations. Sex work and resources that it 
generates do not appear in the manual, there are spaces for massages or escort agencies, but the activity 
related to sex work does not arise in Costa Rican adaptation.45 Document you have current validity until the 
next census scheduled for the year 2021, although in the consultation portals State official has found that sex 
work is one of the questions considered in the Household survey, which is done every year and is a sample 
of the country.

In this regard, we must point out that the Central Bank of Costa Rica, made available to the authorities national 
and users in general, the preliminary results of the National Accounts period of reference 2012. The new 
accounts consider 183 products and 136 activities, and update the base of the productive structure of the 
country, from a base year 1991 to a reference period 2012. None of those Activities includes sex work or sexual 
services, or any other mention that approaches the topic.46 
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Dominican Republic

Capital city: Santo Domingo 

Population: 10,627,165

Moneda: Peso Dominicano RD $ 

Currency: Dominican Peso RD $

Area: 48 448 km²

Is a Member of: SICA, CELAC, OAS, UN, 

OCM
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In the Dominican Republic, those who responded to the survey for this study were 50 women sex workers 
in two cities of the country: 94% of the National District and 6% of Santo Domingo Norte. They are from four 
countries: Dominican, Haitian, Venezuelan and one Colombian.

Of the women surveyed in the Dominican Republic, 76% have between 1 and 2 economic dependents. In 
comparison with the rest of the countries selected for the study, the proportion of 3 or more dependents. It is 
the lowest in the sample.

Respondents in this country exercise sex work in the street on a majority basis (32% of respondents).A quarter 
of respondents do their work primarily from home (24%) and a 16% declare to work mainly in premises.

The majority of respondents in the Dominican Republic work on their own (90%) and only 8% said have a 
pattern.

The minimum wage in the Dominican Republic is set by the National Wage Committee47 , applies to workers 
that provide services in the different companies of the country throughout the national territory48.  Taking in 
account of the categories expressed, we can place sex work in the service provision sector, which implies that 
they receive on average 2.17 minimum wages, but those that earn less, that is the limit lower perceptions, do 
not reach even a SM, its perception is 0.72 SM.

Monthly salary

Higher

Less 

Averange

56.000,00

11.200,00

33.600,00

The majority of respondents (84%) only receive resources from sex work and all contribute resources for the 
maintenance of their homes, in 44% of the cases, the total expenses are at their expense.
The cost of the national basket was RD $ 30,333.92, at the end of December 2018.

The sex workers surveyed in the Dominican Republic are the ones who showed the average income lower; 
likewise, the lowest average expenditure of the six countries studied. In the structure of expense appears pre-
dominantly expense to cover food as a basic expense, followed by Rent and other services. The disaggregated 
information is shown in the following graphic.

47 Resolution no. 05/2017. On national minimum wage for non-sector private sector workers. The national committee of salaries https://
bit.ly/30DQAhh  
48 The minimum wage is set for 4 categories as follows: a) Fifteen thousand four hundred forty-seven pesos with 60/100 (rd $ 15,447.60) 
monthly, for those who provide services in industrial, commercial or service companies, whose facilities or stocks, or the set of both 
elements, equal or exceed the figure of four million Dominican pesos. b) Ten thousand six hundred and twenty pesos with 00/100 (rd 
$ 10,620.00) monthly, for those who provide services in industrial companies, commercial or services, whose facilities or stocks, or the 
set of both elements, equal or exceed the figure of two million Dominican pesos (rd $ 2,000,000.00) and do not exceed the figure of four 
million Dominican pesos. c) Nine thousand four hundred and eleven pesos with 60/100 (rd $ 9,411.60) per month, for those who provide 
services in industrial companies, commercial and services, whose facilities or stocks, or the set of both elements, do not exceed the figure 
of two million Dominican pesos. d) Three hundred and twenty pesos with 40/100 (rd $ 320.40) per day, per day of ten (10) hours per day, 
in favor of farm workers; minimum wage that will increase or decrease proportionally, when the workday includes a period of more or less 
than Ten (10) hours a day.
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Yes

In Dominican Republic sex workers, they hardly reported expenses for paying hotels, employers and supplies 
contraceptives and sexual protection; because they said they got them for free.

Although again there is an important fact of companions who do not answer this question, and others who deny 
it, in the Dominican Republic there is a high rate of affirmative answers about payment to police to allow them 
to do their job. It is important to remember the high rate of respondents exercising sex work on their own, and 
on the street, as noted above.

Police pay 
(average)

How many 
How much

n %

Not

15 30% 303,57 per situation

NA

27

8 16%

54%

Social Security 
In the Dominican Republic, social security and the benefit system are governed by Law 385. The Membership 
right is for Dominican citizens, legal residents and their immediate family members, spouse, children (under 
18, or over 21 if they are students, no age limit if they are disabled) and parents without are dependent and are 
not direct affiliates. There is by law a social solidarity fund that entitles the minimum pension to those with the 
lowest income, over 65 years of age; as well as old age insurance, disability and survival.

Despite this legal framework, the sex workers surveyed stated that they do not have any benefit from social 
security or pension: only 4 of the respondents claim to have any of these benefits.

In order to attend, before any health problem, respondents stated that they must pay a consultation medical 
that costs, on average, RD $ 491.30.

Labor rights
In the Dominican Republic, labor regulations are dictated by the Labor Code of the Dominican Republic49, 
under the inspection of the Ministry of Labor. This Code indicates that the normal duration of the workday 
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is determined in the contract. It may not exceed eight hours per day or forty and four hours per week.  The 
sex workers surveyed in the Dominican Republic work an 11.5 hours a week50 average, being those of the 
shortest day among all respondents. The data indicates that they work on average, a quarter of the working 
day indicated by law.

Sex work in the national economy
As in most of the countries that are part of this study, it could not be placed in the accounting national economic 
no indication that the resources generated by sex work are part of the wealth of the country.

In 2017 the Division of Methodology, Documentation and Classifications of the National Statistical Office ONE, 
published the International Standard industrial classification of all adapted economic activities to the Domi-
nican Republic (ISIC R.D.). The general objective of the product was to classify activities by categories, that 
can be used for the collection and presentation of statistical reports, according to each exercise. This is an 
adaptation for the Dominican Republic of the United Nations classifier, with the purpose of contemplating those 
particularities that characterize the Dominican economy. In it, they eliminated the activities related to sex work, 
leaving only the services of agencies of companions.

However, it is important to highlight that, in the search for mention of sex work or prostitution in official econo-
mic data, a survey that is conducted every 10 years in the Dominican Republic was located, It is called National 
Survey of Household Income and Expenses (ENIGH 2006-2007), it is considered the brothels and prostitution 
section. However, the last survey was in 2018 and the results have not yet been published. However, you have 
the penultimate data Survey conducted in 2007.51 

Within the classification of goods and services of 2007, in the categorization of consumption by purposes we 
find that prostitution is considered in class 12.0.2.52  and in the results obtained from the application from the 
survey it was found that the cases that mention the use of the contracting of “Other goods and sexual services 
”are a total of 747, this figure although they do not represent a high number in comparison with the other pro-
ducts mentioned in the survey, it is a relevant quantity, so much so that it appears in the listing giving added 
value to the products consumed nationwide.53 

This information is certainly useful in the fight for the recognition of sex work in Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean in general and in the Dominican Republic in particular, because if an official consumption survey 
documents the expenditure on sexual goods and services can be used as an example for it to be applied in 
other countries. At the same time that it opens the door to demand that in the country, since consumption is 
accounted for, the offer should also be accounted for.

 

49 Labor Code of the Dominican Republic. Ministry of Labor 2012. Accessed June 2019. https://bit.ly/2uYcltY
50 The work day in tasks or conditions declared dangerous or unhealthy may not exceed six hours per day or thirty-six hours per week. 
This reduced day does not imply a reduction in the salary corresponding to the normal day. The Secretary of State for Labor will determine 
the tasks considered dangerous or unhealthy .
51 National Survey of Household Income and Expenditure (ENIGH 2006-2007) https://bit.ly/2JEmSmT 
52 Classifier of Goods and Services of the Dominican Republic- ENIGH 2006-2007. https://bit.ly/2YWqNk8 
53 Results of products consumed by the population of the Dominican Republic in 20076-2007. ENIGH Consulted in June 2019.
https://bit.ly/2JEmSmT 
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MEXICO

Capital city : México city

Population: 124.738.000

Area: 1.964.375 km2

Currency:  mexicans pesos

Is member of: Aliance of the 
Pacific, G20, IMF,TLCAN, OAS, OCDE,UN
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Location                   Amount

Mexico City                      39

State of Mexico       5

Puebla         3

Querétaro        1

No  information       2

The women surveyed in Mexico were 50, identified in 4 entities of the Republic.

Distribution of the population surveyed in Mexico, by location

The minimum wage in Mexico is set in two types, in the free zone of the northern border (5 municipalities of 
Baja California, 11 from Sonora, 8 from Chihuahua. 8 from Coahuila. 1 from Nuevo León and 10 from Tamau-
lipas) is $ 176.72 and the rest of the country $ 102.68 per day.54

The WSW have perceptions in Mexico well above the current SM, on average they earn the equivalent at 26 
SM, while those at the upper limit of perceptions get 48.6 SM. Such as We mentioned earlier, this high avera-
ge accounts for the profile of most of the respondents, that carry out their work in residential areas, with high 
purchasing customers, under the modality companion.

Daily salary

Higher

Less 

Average

5.000,00

333,33

2.666,66

The National Alliance of Small Merchants (Anpec) revealed that the real cost of the CB requires a minimum of 
$ 5000.00 per month. In the previous six-year period it was made up of 23 products, currently includes a total 
of 40 products, groceries of first necessity; and cleaning products and personal hygiene.

The WSW surveyed have a high level of consumption in Mexico, as this table of expenditures shows that 
reported:

54 Government of Mexico National Minimum Wages Commission. Table of General and Professional Minimum Wages by Areas Geogra-
phical General and Professional Minimum Wages by geographic areas 1992 - 2019. Available at: http://bit.ly/2Sz2gPK 



CONTRIBUTIONS OF SEX WORKERS TO THE ECONOMIES FROM LATIN AMERICA  • 51

*Other recurring expenses refer to sending resources to third parties/re-
ceipts, house or car payments.

When analyzing the categories in the expenditure structure, we find again, of course, Income and Food among 
the amounts that demand a greater amount of money, and above both the category that Contains remittances, 
home or car payments.

There is also a significant amount allocated to educational services, which can be interpreted by their eco-
nomic dependents and because a group of respondents selected in the study were, He is currently studying.
It is necessary to highlight the disparities of income and expenditures among the WSW surveyed in Mexico, it 
is already the high salary variation showed up lines; and this pattern is achieved in other categories of expen-
diture, such as educational services, going through recreation and leisure.

Regarding the expenses that the surveyed WSW face in Mexico, it is important to note that half of the they 
contribute 100% of the maintenance resources of their homes, and a quarter, between 51% and 99% of ex-
penses in their homes.

We must also highlight that half of the WSW have - according to the answers they offered - between one and 
two dependents (50% of respondents). At the same time, 22% of respondents did not declare economic de-
pendents; this proportion is high, compared to the rest of the countries. 

Regarding the expenses related to the exercise of sex work, it is worth noting that 80% do not pay instead of 
work, which contrasts with the information they provided on where they work since 14 of those they reported 
not paying it at the same time they say they work in a hotel. We can infer that, in his negotiation with the client, 
he pays it directly; however, we cannot say that because he was not asked in the surveys

Among the WSW surveyed in Mexico, the percentage of those who reported paying to police or authorities to 
exercise, this data may be due to the fact that the majority is promoted and Agree with your customers online 
or social networks, without any possible intermediation.
The most reported expense (84%) is that of contraceptives or prevention methods for HIV and STIs, in which 
invests on average $ 673.23 pesos per month, the above shows that they do not have access to those inputs 
in public conditions and free of charge.
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Social Security
Like the rest of the sex workers from whom we have carried out this sample, which exercised in Mexico do not 
have the benefits recognized by law: profit sharing of companies, training or training for work; compensation 
for temporary disability or death in case of accidents at work or occupational diseases of workers; right to 
form trade unions, professional associations, etc.; disability, old-age, life, involuntary cessation insurance from 
work, illnesses and accidents, childcare services and any other aimed at protection and welfare of workers 
and their families.

92% of women surveyed in Mexico reported having no social security or private health insurance

Labor conditions
The Political Constitution of the United Mexican States55 is the highest law in the country, and enshrines the 
rights and labor guarantees. Article 5 establishes that every person has the right to perform “the profession, 
industry, commerce or work that suits you, being lawful”. For its part, article 123 regulates the work and social 
security and lists the general conditions to which every person is entitled:

• Duration of the maximum day of eight hours and seven for night work.

• Prohibits the use of the work of children under fifteen.

• One day off for every six worked.

• Effortless work for women during pregnancy, in addition to enjoying a break of six weeks prior to 

   the date set approximately for delivery and six weeks after same, with full salary and job retention.

• Two half-hour breaks per day for breastfeeding.

• Minimum wages are general or professional. The former govern in certain geographical areas and 

the second ones will be applied in certain branches of the economic activity or in professions, trades or 

special jobs. In addition, it must be sufficient to meet the needs basic aspects of a family in the material, 

social and cultural fields and to provide compulsory education of the children.

• For equal work, equal salary must correspond.

The working hours of WSW in Mexico are similar to those established by law in 42% of cases (between 21 and 
48 hours a week), but highlights that 56% of women polls report that their day. It is less than 21 hours per week.
62% of WSW surveyed only have income from sex work and only one is a beneficiary of a program Government 
social. This data is relevant given that Mexico is one of the Latin American countries with more government 
conditional direct transfer and development support programs56 and, at the same time, sex workers participating 
in the study are totally out of the benefits social benefits granted by the government.

Sex work in the national economy
The country has some statistical data and accounting policies of the national accounts that allow Access to 
information about sex work that are interesting. Mexico counts since 1993 the activity of “sex service” in its 
System of National Accounts (SCN)57  prepared by the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) 
and serves, among other things, to determine the level of GDP.

According to Table 2 of the GDP of INEGI in 2018, the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) amounted to 18’519.090 
million Mexican pesos. Code 812 Personal Services, estimates 145,025 million Mexican pesos.

55 Available at: http://www.ordenjuridico.gob.mx/Constitucion/cn16.pdf 
56 ECLAC, Database of non-contributory social protection programs in Latin America and the Caribbean. Available at: https://dds.cepal.
57 System of National Accounts of Mexico base year 2013, p. 496. Available at https://www.inegi.org.mx/contenidos/programas/
pibact / 2013 / methodologies / METODOLOGIA_CBYSB2013.pdf
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Denomination
2018

1T 2T 3T 4T

Tertiary activities 11.629.746,00 11.671.247,00 11.745.636,00 11.826.630,00

Figures that translate into 2.68% of the annual GDP corresponding to last year. Now the table It includes a 
note that indicates: The results of the Quarterly Gross Domestic Product presented here, they incorporate in 
the year 2018 the last available statistical information of the economic surveys and the administrative records, 
so you can see differences in the magnitudes and variations that were timely published.58 

In relation to the above, INEGI in the GDP and national accounts section, updated to February 25 of 2019, 
indicates the quarterly amounts in the Gross Domestic Product, at market price (2018). Like in This section does 
not present the annual estimate, adding the amounts of the four quarters and taking out the annual average, a 
total of 18,531,342 million is obtained. Now, personal services are included in Tertiary Activities, whose annual 
average (in accordance with the published quarterly amounts) It is 11,718,314.75 million pesos.59

Taking into account the above figures, these Tertiary Activities would reflect 63.23% of GDP at the price of 
market. 60  Based on these data, it can be seen that these activities - which include the generation of resources 
for sexual services - they reflect 0.74% of GDP 2018. 

It should be noted that in Mexico the adaptation of the ISIC Rev4 of the United Nations includes the concept 
of sex work activity by classifying it within the Industrial Classification System of North America (SCIAN) in 
Sector 81 “services except government activities”, class 812990 “Other personal services”, which includes 38 
concepts among which are also dog training, astrology, witch service, spiritualism, pet cemeteries, photographic 
machines that work with coins and brothels.61

When using the tools of access to government public information, INEGI informed us 62 that sex work is reflected 
in the GDP since 1993 and is included in the same Branch 8129, for nn 2017, the Gross Value Added at current 
prices - individualized - represents 0.4% of the GDP of the total economy. 63

58 Information published on the official Inegi website. Available at: http://bit.ly/2OddjPX 
59 Idem
60 In the Open Data Standard of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) - Quarterly Base 2013, of the same Institute, the table set_of_da-
tos_pibt_crr2018_4t.csv, in the descriptor Tertiary Activities | 81 --- Other services except government activities | 812 --- Services personal, 
refers to an amount of 174,391,967 and a GDP of 23,542,737,231 million Mexican pesos. Information published in Inegi Gross Domestic 
Product at constant prices. Available at: Available on the web: http://bit.ly/2y3rMmR 
61 See SCIAN Mexico 2018 Comparison Chart, ISIC Rev 4 - Inegi, Available at: https://bit.ly/2MdKgZO 
62 Request for information made before the National Transparency Platform (PNT) with folio 4010000037119 
63 The annual data for 2018 were not available at the time of preparing this report, we are looking to expand for future studies.
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PARAGUAY

Population: 7´152,703 personas

Capital city: Asunción

Currency: ₲ guaranies 

Area: 406.752 km2

Is Member of: IMF, MERCOSUR, OAS, UN, 
UNASUR
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The WSW that participated in the present study in Paraguay were 48, inhabitants of the city of Asunción. 
95.8% are Paraguayan and 4.2% Argentine.

Since the Government of Paraguay does not have official figures on the number of sex workers in exercise 
in the country, and also does not have records of the population of WSW in almost no institution is that we 
can infer that they are under the tertiary economic sector in commerce, restaurants, hotels, communal, social 
and personal services, others, within the “informal” occupational category in worker on their own (Ordinance 
573/2015). We can cross this with the informal occupancy rates in the which indicates that the female informa-
lity rate is higher than the male, both in rural and rural areas. The urban By 2018, 66.8% of employed women 
work in an informal occupation, while that 62.3% of men are in the same situation. 83.9% of the total population 
in an occupation informal, 15.7% are poor.64

As of July 2018, the monthly minimum wage stood at ₲ 2,112,562 (two million, one hundred twelve thousand, 
Five hundred sixty-two Guarani. Approximately $ 371.9 US65.Sex workers perceive in average equivalent to 
2.5 minimum wages, however, those located in the upper limit of perceptions they earn 5.6 SM and those in 
the lower limit earn less than 1 minimum wage (0.75).

Monthly salary

Higher

Less

Averange

12.000.000,00

1.600.000,00

5.379.166,64

The basic basket is approximately ₲ 1,900,000 (US $ 334.5). The rent of a house in the center The city of 
Asunción is ₲ 3,546,600 ($ 624.2 US) and an apartment with one bedroom, located in the suburbs it is around 
₲ 1,082,300 (US $ 190.5). The fixed Internet ₲ 192,600 ($ 33.9 US); mobile telephony by 7 days 12gb ₲ 
260,000 ($ 45.7 US). For Basic Services (electricity, gas, water, garbage) ₲ 309,000 ($ 54.4 US). Condom cost 
would be between ₲ 76,000 and ₲ 224,350 ($ 54.4 US / $ 39.4 US)66.  These economic data show us that the 
surveyed WSW that earn less in Paraguay do not have Access to the basic basket. The situation is worrying 
because 85% of sex workers surveyed He says he has no other source of income.

And the situation is further aggravated when we review the information of your household contributions and 
see that a out of three (33.3%) are responsible for the maintenance of their families exclusively; 27% of res-
pondents contribute between 51% and 99% of household expenses, and 31% cover half of the expenses of 
your home.

By crossing this information with the number of economic dependents, we found that the WSW surveyed they 
have an average of 2 economically dependent people, but three out of 10 report a number high of dependents: 
three or more; some even reach 5 dependent people, some of them located in the lower wage perception 
block, which shows that their families are lacking important, below the access to the basic basket, as indicated 
above.

64 Informal Occupation Survey 2013-2018, General Directorate of Statistics and Census of Paraguay. Available at: https://ww.dgeec.gov.
py/Publicaciones/Biblioteca/ocupacion%20informal/ocupacion_informal_2013_2018.pdf 
65 Calculation made with the official dollar exchange amount in Paraguay as of June 29, 2018: 1 USD = 5680.00 PYG. The rest of the 
Calculations will be made on the same calculation basis.
66 The Ministry of Health offers most contraceptive methods for free, this includes vasectomy.
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*Other recurring expenses refer to sending resources to third parties/receipts, 

house or car payments.

In addition to the indicated expenses that respond to the needs of the basic basket, the WSW must fase hotel 
and / or workplace payments; payments to police or authorities, which involves a double violation of rights, 
labor and economic, to the workers. Just as they must also pay for the access to contraceptive and barrier 
methods.

Social Security 
In Paraguay, the law provides for the full pension, a worker must have turned 60 (for men and women) with 
at least 1,250 weeks of contributions. Social security in the country covers only to the working population 
that performs work in relation to dependency, whether private, mixed or decentralized entities of the State, of 
exploitation or of services.

As in the rest of the study countries, sex workers surveyed in Paraguay do not enjoy Social security only two 
of the respondents report having private insurance.

When they must attend to their health, respondents pay for medical consultations that have an average cost 
of 130,000.

Labor conditions
What the Paraguayan Labor Code67 defines, as work is all human activity, conscious and voluntary, provided 
on a dependent and paid basis, for the production of goods or services. Work is a right and a social duty 
and enjoys protection from the State. It should not be considered as a commodity. It demands respect for 
the freedoms and dignity of those who lend it, and will be carried out in conditions that ensure health and an 
economic level compatible with the responsibilities of the father or mother worker. In addition, the Code states 
that discrimination against the worker may not be established for reasons ethnic, nationality, sex, age, religion, 
social status, religious, political or union preferences.

The ordinary day of effective work, according to the Code, may not exceed, except for special cases provided 
in this Code, eight hours a day or forty-eight hours a week, when the work is daytime, or seven hours a day or 
forty-two in the week, when the work is night. Despite this day so marked in the law, the women who answered 

67 Available at: https://py.vlex.com/vid/ley-n-213-93-63174770 
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the survey for this sample mostly work more hours (56.16%). At this point it is worth noting that Paraguay and 
Colombia are from all of the countries studied, those that offer us a direct link between the increase in working 
hours and the fact of having employer, since of the total number of women who exceed working hours, 73% 
report having it.

In Paraguay since 2015, Ordinance 573/2015 establishes the conditions for house authorization of appointments, 
nightclubs and urban motels in the city of Asunción and of the workers of the sex. In addition, it introduces 
a new definition of sex work in which it adds the element of voluntariness, explaining that sex workers are 
considered “… those who are dedicated to this activity voluntarily and for your own benefit”. This Ordinance is 
of the utmost importance since it makes visible the sex work and the people who exercise it, as well as realizes 
the clear difference between sexual exploitation and human trafficking. 

In its article 5 the ordinance establishes that it will be the responsibility of the municipality to promote “the 
realization of the diagnosis of HIV infection, voluntarily, free and confidential, in accordance with the provisions 
in article 4 and concordant of law 3940/2009”. In turn, the text of the ordinance clarifies that “In no case may 
these officials exceed their functions, nor interrogate or threaten sanctions to the sex workers of the inspected 
premises, being their work directed exclusively in relationship to the owner or manager of the premises”.68

It is important to highlight that the activism and organization of the sex workers themselves has managed to 
put standing Ordinance 573/201569  giving more recognition to sex work and somehow creating safer spaces 
for working women70, as well as conducting free HIV tests, a brake on intimidation and corruption towards the 
companions who work in the City of Asunción. Without However, sex workers are not protected in the rest of 
the country, as indicated by the Ordinance 240/2014 of the municipality of Encarnación with which only sex 
workers are penalized through “Open criminal figures” and for which it is generated with greater corruption, 
ill-treatment and therefore violations Systematic to your Human Rights. Despite the enormous advance that 
the aforementioned Ordinance implies, in Paraguay there are no national regulations with the character of a 
general law that legitimize Sex work activity. There are no provisions that generally recognize women as sex 
workers.71 

Sex work in the national economy
In Paraguay there is no progress in identifying the generation of resources for the economy from sex work, 
however, in its National Classification of Economic Activities of Paraguay (CNAEP) prepared based on the 
structure of the “International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities. ” - ISIC Rev. 4 
prepared by the Statistical Office of the Nations Together, it takes up “Prosticles and the like” in subclass 5 of 
class 9609.72

This indicates that Paraguay is one of the countries that harmonized the national classifier with ISIC Rev. 
4 without omit economic activities sex work, but still does not present national accounting in attachment 
to such classification. The services sector is presented together in the Public Account, without any level of 
disintegration; even in supply behavior graphs it is added even more, as the total is presented uniting trade 
and services.73 

68 Information for the Third Hemispheric Report of the MESECVI, Paraguay. Heartland Alliance of Human Rights and Human Needs, 
RedTraSex, Akahatá. 
69 Which replaces No. 278/2013
70 The aforementioned report by HAHR & HN expressly documents the work of ANUES for the promotion of ordinance 573/2015 in 
Asunción.
71 Sex Work and institutional violence: Violation of rights and abuse of power. Research with working women sex of fourteen countries
72 See National Classification of Economic Activities of Paraguay CNAEP DGEEC / UNFPA p 44. Available at: https://www.dgeec.gov.py/
clasificador/clasificados/Nacional/Activ%20Economica/CNAEP%201.0.pdf 
73 See Quarterly National Accounts, Report. Second quarter 2019. Central Bank of Paraguay p 9 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Previous research has shown that the legal and political context of each country directly influences in the ways 
and conditions in which sex work is exercised (RedTraSex, 2013, 2016). Despite the nuances among the 
countries of the region, in all of them there are legal norms and codes that criminalize actions related to sex 
work, a situation that creates a favorable framework for labor exploitation, the precarious conditions of work, 
generating a siege of secrecy around this that in addition to considerably increase stigma and institutional 
violence, constitutes an obvious economic violence towards women that we are sex workers. 

The review of the economic information of the six countries observed in this approach makes it clear that the 
effort to determine the economic contribution of sex work to the economies of the region is practically it does 
not exist, omitting very important data regarding the statistics of occupation, employment and participation in 
the production of wealth of the countries. 

We could observe that, according to the global classification of economic activities proposed by the UN (ISIC 
Rev. 4), the earnings generated by sex work should be recorded in the section “other services personal ”; 
in turn, we observe that each of the six countries took that classifier as a basis and He adopted his national 
catalogs, but in doing so, such precision in pointing out sex work as an economic activity it only remained in 
Colombia, Mexico and Paraguay.

The rest of the countries included in the sample: Costa Rica, Chile and the Dominican Republic, did not 
include the sex work activity (with the same or related name) in its ISIC harmonization Rev 4. This implies 
that the sex work and the wealth that it generates is not taken into account; they do not register it, nor report 
it, although they are part of the economy of each nation. This is a double fact of omission by States regarding 
the population of WSW, since not only our activity is not recognized as work/trade/profession, but also, at the 
same time, it is not taken into account in the CNS of the countries.

With the data provided by the women surveyed in the countries we managed to make calculations that allow 
see that the WSW work the same or more than any other worker or worker; we win from less from a minimum 
wage to almost 49 minimum wages. This gap in the data responds -among others- to the diversification of 
modalities of exercise of the SW, to the particularities of each of the countries, their particular socio-economic 
and political situations, and is an alert about the need and urgency to include and count the category of sex 
work within the statistical order of the countries.

Economic inequality is a Latin American reality. In the profits generated by sex work, as in the rest of the 
economic activities in the continent, inequality is very marked, not only between different countries but even 
within them. In this sample it was found that Chile is the country that it has greater inequality between the 
income of sex workers, followed by Colombia and Mexico. The least unequal countries in the income of our 
population were Costa Rica, Dominican Republic and Paraguay.

As we have already highlighted in several reports and investigations, the lack of recognition of the work 
Autonomous sexual activity as work, and the lack of a regulatory framework that stipulates contractual forms 
between workers and clients, they force the exercise of this within the orbit of informality in which sex workers 
women are exposed to a series of abuses without the guarantee of rights that belong to us. 

What in this study has been characterized as money circuits allows us to identify the ways in which that 
the existence of intermediaries, (which arbitrarily define the terms of the exercise of our work) it implies an 
economic damage for us, since they retain us directly or indirectly, a percentage than perceived by the services 
that we develop. (Extra payments, fines, police extortion, etc.). In this regard and regarding the costs of the 
exercise of the TS, we must emphasize that, in addition to the investment in clothes, hairdressers, accessories, 
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and payment for places like hotels or rooms, some of our female sex workers must also pay amounts to 
perform sex work; which go from contraceptive or STI protection methods, to the payment of percentage to the 
employer and coimas to the police or the forces of the judiciary.

Nearly 39% of the partners surveyed in the six countries report having a pattern and, unlike the rest of the 
workers in the formal market, that dependence does not generate explicit benefits, nor no employer responsibility 
towards them. 

We have repeated the systematic condition of payment of coimas for the benefit of those who profit from 
impunity and the secrecy to which the exercise of our work is forced. However, this study allows us elucidate 
and ask ourselves about the big question of the amount of money that, instead of going to the treasury of 
nations (what would happen if the WSW were recognized as workers), will end up in the coffers of the secrecy. 
Being us, the sex worker women who are on the step of greater precariousness and labor fragilization of Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

We have also observed during the quantitative and qualitative analysis of the responses of the partners WSW 
in this sample, that the payment for the exercise of our work implies a possible naturalization of the economic 
and institutional violence to which we are subject, payments that are considered “normal” for the exercise of 
our work by a large number of our partners. For the experience that we have sex workers as we know that this 
type of payment to third parties is unfortunately a fairly common dynamic in the daily work of the SW, we also 
recognize the confusion that there is part of the WSW between the categories: coima and tax. We highlight all 
this with high concern now that the way forward to deconstruct forms of systematic violence to which we are 
subject to the fact of being women, and with the aggravating factor of being female sex workers, you need a 
high political will by the States of the region and civil society organizations.

In this sense, there is a variable in the disposition and distribution of the income that we receive the WSW, 
which was not taken into account by any of the partners who answered the survey in the six countries: The 
saving. Regardless of the amount of income received and each of our particularities, the total number of WSW 
partners do not allocate any percentage to savings. We see in this a violence economic exacerbated since 
sex workers women are excluded from the economic system of nations not being able to access banking and, 
being led to develop an economy of pocket. This barrier and ignorance of banking spaces as an institution 
and the impossibility of access to facilities such as credits or programmed savings systems are fertile land for 
hiding. We consider this observation as a call to the States and their responsibility in these cases.

We have also looked at an obvious reality that is openly exposed in this approach and it is the migratory situation 
of women within the region. Migratory flows that show certain patterns in this study, and that correspond to 
a reality that goes beyond sex work: Colombia and Venezuela are the countries with the highest emission 
of citizens who become migrants and Chile and Dominican Republic appears in the sample as the highest 
reception. Two situations that also raise two urgent research questions: the impact of migration on sex work 
and the impact that in the economies of the countries it causes the sending of remittances by the female 
migrant sex workers.

As cases to highlight we take into account and underline the links that Colombia, Mexico and Paraguay they 
have made sex work activity adapted to ISIC Rev4. Although there is still a long way for these states to commit 
to the accounting of our contribution to the economies of countries, we point out the importance not only for 
these economies and their measurement of wealth but also for access to rights of all its citizens. Similarly, we 
highlight local regulations that in Paraguay they recognize our work and that in Colombia they have granted 
union registration to the Union National Sex Workers.

However, and taking into account these important steps, we continue to encounter a huge and scandalous 
void in our inclusion as Women Sex Workers in statistical measurements from the whole region in general and 
from those countries in particular. This study is the proof that once again. We, the Women Sex Workers of Latin 
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America and the Caribbean, have set ourselves the task of to continue building and searching for data and 
information through our own investigations, assuming obligations that states do not fulfill.

Initially, this text was prepared to be presented and discussed at the XIV Regional Women’s Conference to be 
held in November 2019 - subsequently rescheduled for January 2020 - at the headquarters of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), whose central theme is precisely Women’s 
economics autonomy.

UN Women, the UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, and that also participates 
with ECLAC in the preparations for this event, he said that if women do not intervene in the economy, our 
region will not grow. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC, Alicia Bárcena, He has insistently stated about the 
importance of boosting women’s participation in the market labor and in all areas of society to achieve their 
physical, economic and political autonomy against a changing economic scenario.

That idea cannot exclude any woman, sex workers have wanted to leave us behind and it is time of placing 
our demands at the center, especially if it is the economic issue that will be debated, because Our historical 
struggles have focused on the recognition of our activity as a job, with rights and benefits of law.

Serve this study to generate the necessary debates and motivate the production of more extensive information 
on this subject, fundamental for the entire population of sex workers and for the economies region of.

Network of Women Sex Workers of Latin America and the Caribbean (RedTraSex) 
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